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Notice Regarding “The Beautiful Food Fighter Ryoji" 


With the main content of “Persona 3 Volume 3” going two 
pages longer than Volumes 1 and 2, we are unable to fit 
“The Beautiful Food Fighter Ryoji Episode 2: Ryoji vs. 
‘The Side-part Kansai Guy” here. 


We cannot make an official announcement with 
regard to when the series might resume. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 1 
S.E.E.S. ACTIVITY REPORT 


This rotso-spacial special feature is ust an excuse for me fo talk about 
stuff! [can hardly believe that my Persona 3 manga has already recched 
volume 4. think we've covered about half of the storyline? Iim estimating 
that the story will last until velume 7 oF 8, which should take about iwo 
more years. I wonde: ifthe world wil be playing “Persona 5” by then. 
That's a pretty exciting notion in and of itself. Consoles are great and cll 
bull wish they'd release some Persone games on poriable devices o: well 


| ‘Maybe even an MMO! Could you imagine attending Gekkoukan High 


School as a student in “P3 Online”? I'd love to play a game like that. 


Now that we've hit he midpoint of he story, | think it's safo to reveal 
some spoilers. though by “spoilers” | mean things that | had decided 
just Eefore | first stared working on this mange series, 


1: I wanted to include as much of the main storyline as possible since this, 
‘was an official manga, There was ne way to know how long the project 
‘would last if liried fo include everything from Social Links fo Tartarus, so 
I knew there'd be some restictions. (When | initially laid out all ofthe 
content prior te starting the series, | was tolally overwhelmed by the sheer 
‘volume of i all. | guess | shouldn't have expected any less from an RPG 
that could offer over 100 hours of gameplay} 


2: Since the manga series was geting its start quite @ while after he 
game had been released, | wculd proceed on the premise that the readers 
of this manga were already familiar with the Persona world and the P3 
characters. Sinca soma of the charactors don't got their official storyline 
debut until the later half ofthe story, | wouldn't restrict myself too harshly 
in ferms of chronology. Insiead, | would iake small opportunities 
Jo shine the spollight on various charceters. 


3: While | wouldn't make any major changes to the events thai! 
tock place in the game, | would inject the manga with touches of 
a Originality inthe form of mint episodes end some dialogue, et. 


The above three poinls represent the main 
Quidelines by which I crafted this manga. 


The three characters who have yet to make an appearence wil 


be doing so in later volumes. The success of this manga relies 
rely on the suppor of fans like you, so | hope you will 
Confinve fo enjoy reading the Persona 3 manga 
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I changed up the format for the cover a bit this time. Since this is 
*P3" manga, | decided | wanted fo set things up in groups of three 
‘whenever possible, One example of what | mecn js fo have the 
Nolumes share a cover format in sets of three. 


The previcus cover style had a lot of stuff going on and filled the 
‘enlire surface of the cover, fo the point where the characters almost 
hhad a hard time standing ou}. For this set of three covers, 

I wanted fe go with « much simpler approach... but as you might 
expect, |turted fecling uncertain abou! jy like I was skinping en 
the cover content foo much. So | ended up adding lite bits 
here and there anyway. I'm so weak. 


The concept for the covers of volumes 1, 2, and 3 was “Hop step 
jump", fecturing transitions in the backgrounds. | think you’ 

the iransitions if you compere the three volumes side by sie. 
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s well, s0 | hope you look forward fo checking those out 


Despite my zeal ever the covers, © part of me does 
wonder if any of my readers are geeky enough fo be 
‘examining the covers so closely... so a great big thark you 
to those who do take the fine to notice my cover or. 
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REGARDING THE RELEASE OF 
PERSONA 3 VOLUME 6 
‘The “Persona 3” manga series was originally published in “Dengeki Maoh’, and the 


‘overwhelming support it got from fans like you made it possible for me to start the 
“Persona 4” manga in Maoh’s quarterly magazine, “Dengeki Black Maoh’. 


After six months of running both manga series in parallel, it was decided that the two 
magazines would trade series so that the more current and relevant “Persona” series 
would be published monthly instead of quarterly. 


‘Then came the ur 


expected merging of the two magazines! 


ince the P4 manga was already running in Dengeki Maoh, the P3 manga had 
nowhere to go. So within a year of P3P"s release, the P3 manga was sent packing to 
seek a new home. 


‘We explored all kinds of possibilities, from other manga magazines to gaming 
magazines, the Internet, and even straight-to-tankoubon routes. It got to the point 
where I felt like I settle for any forum as long asit meant I could finish the series, 
but even then we had a hard time nailing down any solid leads and I couldn't bring. 
myself to announce defeat. 


tackled lots of other projects in the meantime, but it was the periodic comments 
from fans on my blog and Twitter saying, “We still believe. We're waiting for the P3 
series to resume!” that kept me going. 


Just as the P4 manga caught up to the P3 manga in terms of content volume, I got 
some happy news! 


‘With the anime “P4: ‘The Animation” leading the way, the fighting gam 
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+t the world ablaze in a Persona boom, making the Persona-exclusive magazine 
‘ersona Magazine” a reality! 


At last, someone had built the perfect stage for me to play out the rest of the P3 story. 
“The invitation was formed less like, “Would you like to..2” and more like, “We know 
‘you want to!” So I was like, “Heck yeah! I've been waiting for this! 


Tam sorry that you had to wait two and a half years from the release of volume 5 
before you could get your hands on volume 6. 


{AIL can say is that I hope I can make good use ofthe experience I've gained in the 
meantime to make the F3 manga even belter than it would have originally been. T 
hope you will sick with me through this exiting journey! 
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SECASION 
THis 1S! 


APreR 
ALL THis 
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ORDER TO 
FORMALLY 
WELCOME 
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‘COUNCIL 
ROOM. 
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TAKAYA? 
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WHERE'S 
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LeADING yOu GATHERED UP 
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WHEN OUR — 


Reseaacn 
REVEALED 
Taar 
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MATERIAL 
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‘AND PILED 


THOUGH. 

WE ONLY 

KNEW OF 
HIM BY. 
NAME 


WHEN THE 
END Is SO 


THAT caro, 
ZWONT 


PRECISELY. 


HOW DID 
YOU COME 
TO KNOW 
SHINS? 


Aino 
‘SANADA.. YOU 


ENDERSTAND. 
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Winn 
TEUE 
DARKNESS, 
TTAKAYA 
sHoweD 
ME THE 
tient 


BEFORE 


ANYONE TRULY palsy, 
years 
UNDERSTOOD... 
WHAT IT MEANT Fee 
TO HAVE 
Abrobe 
Foz THE 


DARK HOUR. 


wrHour 
THOSE 
STRANGE 
DRUGS, MANY 
WERE iLLED 
BY THEI 
OWN 
PERSONAS... 


We BEGAN 
4 100, BUT 
ONLY THREE, 
REMANED BY 
THE TIME THE 
‘EXPERIMENT 
CONCLUDED, 
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AND SHINS! 
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EFFECT 

BACKWARDS, 


IN SEEKING THINK, 
YOUR OWN, ABOUT I. 
CONTRARY WHO was 

GOALS, IT WHO 
you PEOPLE BEVIN 

INADVERTENTLY Sra NYX? 
AIDED THE THING BE 

CAUES: DONE BY 
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